
How to apply for a secondary 
school place

All current Year 6 pupils move to secondary school in

September 2021



Key information:

• The Local Authority no longer sends out a form 
and information book per child

• Applications are completed online

• All information is available on:

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/secondary-school

Please read the online support guide above carefully.

Apply online at

https://eadmissions.birmingham.gov.uk/prefs.php

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/secondary-school
https://eadmissions.birmingham.gov.uk/prefs.php


Secondary Transfer:

• Every parent  must fill in the online Birmingham application form for their child Click here

• Choose 6 schools, in priority order. Look at the admission criteria carefully.

• Make sure that you note any brothers or sisters already at the same school

• The form must be completed by 31st October 2020

• You can amend your preferences right up to 11.59 pm on the closing date (31 October 
2020).

• IMPORTANT: if you amend your preferences, please ensure you re-submit your 
application form before the closing date otherwise your application will not be 
processed.

https://eadmissions.birmingham.gov.uk/prefs.php


Online

• You must choose 6 schools

• Put the schools you would like in the order you want your child to go 
to

• Every child who applies to a school will be ranked based on how 
closely they meet the school’s admissions arrangements

• After the closing date of 31 October 2020, applications will be 
processed. If you apply late you may be less likely to get a place at 
one of your preferred schools. More information will be available 
about late applications after the closing date.

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/downloads/file/17126/secondary_schools_admission_arrangements_2021


Apply online at https://eadmissions.birmingham.gov.uk/prefs.php
You must register for a new account if you do not have one.
Use you account details to enter the information into the User ID and password box to log in.

Select 6 Birmingham schools 

https://eadmissions.birmingham.gov.uk/prefs.php




Admission Policy

• Every school has an admission policy.

For example:

1. Children in care

2. Children with a brother or sister in the school already.

3. Children who live nearest to the school.

This will affect your application and you need to ensure you choose 
schools carefully



Prince Albert High School – new for Sep 2021



PA HIGH SCHOOL

http://www.pahigh.co.uk/index.php/keyinfo/our-school/welcome
http://www.pahigh.co.uk/index.php/keyinfo/our-school/welcome


Prince Albert High School
• You MUST apply separately online http://www.pahigh.co.uk/ as well as choose 6 

other choices on the Birmingham City Council application

• PA High does not appear as one of the school choices on the Birmingham form 

• Essentially, you are applying to 2 different organisations, Birmingham City Council 
and PACT. You may then be offered a place at 2 schools: in this situation you will 
need to accept only 1 of them.

• If applying for PA High via paper application, post to the address on the envelope 
yourself or return to Heathfield School.

• When will I know if my application has been successful?
Once you have completed your application form, we will contact parents/carers 
to inform them of offers on March 1st 2021. Families will then have until 15 
March 2021 to accept/refuse the offer.

http://www.pahigh.co.uk/


PA High School Application
Please complete application online 
Apply here!

If you have any questions regarding admissions you can contact our admissions team by 

emailing pahighadmissions@the-pact.co.uk.

For general enquiries about PA High please contact enquiry@pahigh.co.uk.

Alternatively, you can speak to Mr Jackson or any of the Year 6 teachers.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=RRPXGrWsJk6S6CbKTrPwRE5hOvo4ihtEkSAWvVPiE3VUN1ZHTVFMTUNGQ0k1SlYxOUFZN0pZVzNEWi4u
mailto:pahighadmissions@the-pact.co.uk
mailto:enquiry@pahigh.co.uk


PA High application information
• Our admissions process opened on 1st September 2020 and the closing date for applications will be October 

31st 2020. To apply for September 2021 you will need to complete two application forms which include a 
form for Prince Albert Community Trust and a form to the local authority.

• Form 1 - PACT application form
The PACT application form can be completed as follows: 

Online
You can complete your application form for Prince Albert High School directly online by completing the online 
application form here.
By post
To complete your application form by post you can ask Heathfield School for a paper copy. Complete the 
information and return it to the following address:

FAO: Jodie Mitchell
Unity House
27 Trinity Road
Birmingham
B6 6AJ

• Form 2 - Local authority common application form
The local authority common application form must be completed online 
at www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=RRPXGrWsJk6S6CbKTrPwRE5hOvo4ihtEkSAWvVPiE3VUN1ZHTVFMTUNGQ0k1SlYxOUFZN0pZVzNEWi4u
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions


Grammar Schools
Applying for grammar schools

• The test results for The Grammar Schools in Birmingham will be 
released before the 31st October.

• If your child gained the required mark, you must list it as one of your 
preferences in your online application.

• Preferably place 1 of your 6 choices, for example:
• Birmingham Grammar School A

• Birmingham Grammar School B

• School C

• School D

• School E

• School F



Grammar School Admissions policy

• All pupils will be admitted solely on the basis of performance in the 
test.

• You will receive your child's test score by check dates by email or 
post. The letter will indicate the scores required for admission to 
each of the schools in the previous three years. 

• Parents/carers can then decide whether or not to include any of the 
Grammar Schools in Birmingham on their home Local Authority 
preference form.

• Grammar schools need to be above other Birmingham City Council 
schools (1-6 priority order) on the application form



Grammar schools ‘cut off’ scores
Please see below the scores of the last child to be offered a place for entry in 2017, 2018 and 2019 
(for information):



When will I find out which secondary school 
my child has been allocated a place at?
• If you applied online and provided an email address, you will 

be emailed on 1 March 2021 to tell you which secondary school your 
child has been offered. We expect that you will receive your offer 
email by 4pm on Monday 1 March 2021.

• Birmingham City Council will also send you a formal offer letter that 
will be posted 1st class on Monday 1 March 2021. Please allow at 
least three working days for your letter to arrive.

• The deadline for accepting the place is 15th March 2021.

• If you wish to submit an appeal, the deadline for this is 29th March 
2021.



Key dates 



Proof of address

Acceptable proof of your child's home address for their school application, 
include:

• A copy of your council tax bill

• A copy of a recent utility bill (gas, water, electric, dated within the last 6 
months

• A solicitors letter stating that contracts have been exchanged and 
specifying a completion date

• A copy of your Child Tax Credit or Working Tax Credit award letter (if you 
receive either of these benefits)

• A signed and dated tenancy agreement of not less than 12 months, plus 
proof residency e.g. a copy of recent utility bill



Virtual Open Evenings

• Choose schools wisely

• Visit websites and do research

• Check virtual open evening dates

• Speak to your child about the choices you are going to make based on 
your preferences and theirs

https://myed.com/birmingham-school-open-days/
https://myed.com/birmingham-school-open-days/
https://myed.com/birmingham-school-open-days/
https://myed.com/birmingham-school-open-days/


Things to consider before applying:

• Visit the schools’ websites

• Consider how close you live to a school. Schools have cut-off 
distances, which change each year based on demand.

• However, some schools do have different criteria re intake.

• Most schools do accept sibling claims but this does not always 
guarantee a place for your child.

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20119/school_admissions/1779/calculating_distances_from_schools/1


Thank you.

Please remember that support is available if 
required.

Please contact school or speak to a member 
of SLT.

Application deadline: 31st October 2020


