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EYFS vision 
For children to be confident communicators who can articulate 

their needs, thoughts and opinions in a socially considerate 
manner. 

For children to be sociable individuals who can build positive  
relationships, showing they understand the need for empathy 

and kindness towards others. 
For children to demonstrate independence in self-care, decision  

making and in leading their own learning. 

 

EYFS drivers 
We have 3 key drivers that shape our curriculum: 

 

Communication 

Socialisation 

Independence  



   

 

  

 

 
EYFS curriculum Intent 

Our EYFS curriculum will provide opportunities for learning at every moment of the school day. Through purposeful 
play, conversations and interactions, children will build knowledge and skills to prepare them for the National Curriculum 

and beyond.  
 

We will provide a knowledge rich and creative curriculum that will enable each child to develop personally, socially,  
emotionally, spiritually, physically, creatively and intellectually to their full potential. We value the uniqueness of each     

child and recognise that children learn in different ways and at different rates. 
Our philosophy promotes resilience; children are equally challenged and supported to have a positive approach to taking 

risks and making mistakes. 
 

Our stimulating and inviting environment enables children to explore, investigate and learn through first hand experiences 
across all areas of the EYFS curriculum. 

 
 

Overarching Principles of the EYFS 
There are four guiding principles that shape our practice in early years.  

These are: 
 Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured 
 Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships 
 Children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support from adults, who respond to their 

individual interests and needs and help them to build their learning over time. Children benefit from a strong              
partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers 

 Importance of learning and development. Children develop and learn at different rates 
 EYFS Framework (March, 2021) 



   

 

 

EYFS implementation 
Within our curriculum, we are continuously ensuring children are provided with the opportunity to develop the  

characteristics of effective learning: 

Playing and exploring—children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’ 

Active learning—children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements 

Creating and thinking critically– children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop  

strategies for doing things 

In EYFS, children learn through: 
 
Whole class input 
Phonics, as well as the input for maths, is delivered by the class teacher to the whole class. This approach ensures that all children are 
given the opportunity to “keep up” with the learning and prevents children from being held back, widening gaps in knowledge. Howev-
er, during this time, the family group leader supports the children who need additional support.  
Family group sessions 
Family group times are led by the family group leader in their groups of 13 (Nursery) or 15 (Reception). Family group  
sessions focus on a particular skill or topic across various areas of learning. 
Taught sessions 
Taught sessions are led by the class teacher or family group leader and are targeted sessions to develop the skills in  
reading, writing and mathematics. These sessions are delivered in smaller groups and are differentiated to challenge at the necessary 
level. 
Play 
Play underpins the delivery of the EYFS curriculum. The classroom environment facilitates this play, and adults play  
alongside children to guide and further their learning. 
 

Adult interactions that occur throughout play, family group times and taught sessions facilitate learning and challenge  

individuals. Adults scaffold learning and language development through modelling and questioning. 



   

 

 

EYFS implementation 
 

Birthto5matters.org 



   

 

 

EYFS implementation 
  

 

  

Autumn 1  

Me and my com-

munity   

Companion project: 

Exploring Autumn 

Autumn 2  

Animal safari   

Companion project: 

Creep, Crawl and 

Wriggle  

Spring 1  

Starry night   

Companion project: 

Winter Wonder-

land  

Spring 2 

Once upon a 

time  

Companion project: 

Sparkle and shine 

Summer 1 

Sunshine & Sun-

flowers 

Companion project: 

Shadows & Reflec-

Summer 2 

On the Beach   

Companion project: 

Moving it 

 



   

 

 

EYFS implementation 
 

  

 

  

Autumn 1 

Let’s Explore 

Companion project—

Build it up  

Autumn 2  

Marvelous Machines 

Companion project—

Puppets and pop ups  

Spring 1  

Once Upon a Time 

Companion project—

Sparkle and shine  

Spring 2 

Ready Steady Grow 

Companion project—

Signs of Spring  

Summer 1 

Dangerous Dinosaurs 

Companion project—

Puddles and rainbows  

Summer 2 

Big Wide World 

Companion pro-

ject—Splash!  

https://tidd.ly/3tldlEW
https://tidd.ly/3DlxodH
https://tidd.ly/3DlxodH
https://tidd.ly/3LeYdmP
https://tidd.ly/3LeYdmP
https://tidd.ly/3envEVM
https://tidd.ly/3envEVM
https://tidd.ly/3envEVM
https://tidd.ly/3envEVM
https://tidd.ly/3enyqua
https://tidd.ly/3enyqua


   

 

 

EYFS impact 
As a result of the high-quality curriculum we provide, our children leave the EYFS emotionally, socially and academically ready for their 

future school life. They are equipped with foundational skills, knowledge and vocabulary to succeed in the national curriculum. The 

children’s outcomes are measured against the Early Learning Goals. At Heathfield, our children achieve above National results, as a  

result of our high expectations and quality provision.  

 


