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In school we will be learning
This term, we will be revisiting narratives. We will be looking closely at the story 
of 'Paddington and the Grand Tour.' The children will be creating their own 
adventure story, which contains a clear structure of beginning, middle and end. 
They will look at including an adventure with predictable language.

We will also explore poetry this term, looking at the book 'Look Inside: London.' 
Children will write a poem using their senses and link it to what they would hear, 
smell, see and touch in London.

The children will continue to practice handwriting, ensuring that ascenders and 
capital letters touch the top line and ensuring their descenders are beyond the 
line. Children will be focusing on ensuring their letter size is consistent 
throughout.

At home you can

• Help your child to practise their letter formation.
• Practise capital letter and lowercase formation.
• Learn and write the ‘harder to read and  spell words’.
• Plan a simple story about a day out and then write it up.

Useful websites

Happy  hardworking  courageous  kind

Paddington meets the Queen BBC bitesize- letter formation
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In school we will be learning
This term, the children will be looking at two different class texts; Look Inside: 
London and Paddington on the Grand Tour.

If your child reads a Phase 2 levelled book, they will be focusing on using their 
phonics knowledge to decode regular words and attempt to read some irregular 
words. They will also continue to sequence key events from a text and retell a 
story.

If your child reads a Phase 4 levelled book, they will practise reading words with 
split trigraphs and digraphs. They will also continue to make predictions using 
the information they have just read, as well as using the pictures in the text.

If your child reads a Phase 5 or 6 levelled book, they will practice reading 
common exception words fluently as well as being able to identify them within a 
text. They will also continue to answer retrieval questions by looking for 
keywords in the text and answering using full sentences.

It is so important that you are listening to your child read daily. Once your child 
has read, remember to record it in their planners. Write a short comment about 
what your child read.

At home you can

• Listen to your child read their levelled book every single day.
• Read the 'reading for pleasure' book with your child.
• Record how your child has got on in their planner.
• Visit your local library

Useful websites

Happy  hardworking  courageous  kind

PhonicsPlay Phonics Games for the Classroom and Home -

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.phonicsbloom.com/


Keywords

Maths rectangle
square
circle
triangle
shape

twenty
thirty
forty
fifty
flat

more
less
curved
straight

In school we will be learning

This term, your child will begin by looking at 2D and 3D shapes. They will be able 
to name 2D and 3D shapes correctly as well as recognise these shapes in 
different positions and orientations. Children will be able to select a described 
shape from a set of objects and give reasonings for it. They will also be able to 
describe the shape by talking about it and making it. Children will be able to 
identify how many corners and sides a shape has.

In number and place value, we will be looking at counting forwards and 
backwards up to 50. The children will be using a number grid to practice this. 
Children will also be identifying which numbers come before and after any given 
number, using a number grid, number line and games. They will also look closely 
at recognising and saying 'ty' numbers e.g. twenty, thirty…

At home you can

• Go on a 2D and 3D shape hunt around the house. Ask your child to list all the 
different objects they have found around the house.

• Practise counting to 50, asking your child which number is going to come 
after  a given number up to 50.

• Draw a shape picture, ask  your child to label the shapes that have been drawn.

Useful websites

Happy  hardworking  courageous  kind

Shape Monsters - 2D Shapes 
Matching Game (topmarks.co.uk)

Chopper Squad More or Less - Mental Maths 
Game - 5 to 7 Year Olds (topmarks.co.uk)

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/early-years/shape-monsters
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/early-years/shape-monsters
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/chopper-squad
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/chopper-squad
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In school we will be learning
The project Seasonal Changes teaches children about the seasons, seasonal 
changes and typical seasonal weather and events. They learn about measuring 
the weather and the role of a meteorologist. Children begin to learn about the 
science of day and night and recognise that the seasons have varying day lengths 
in the UK. 

This project will span over the whole of Spring Term but this half term they will 
be focusing on the following… Learning that there are four seasons: spring, 
summer, autumn and winter. Understanding that certain events and weather 
patterns happen in different seasons and observing the weather and events that 
occur in the season we are currently in such as bare trees, cold etc. they will 
investigate the trees in our local area and learn whether they are deciduous, or 
evergreen based on whether they have buds or needle-shaped leaves. Following 
this, they will focus on deciduous trees and how they change in each season. 
Their descriptive and observation skills will be used to help with this learning. 
Next, the children will look at animals and how depending on the season 
different things happen in their lives e.g. hibernation or laying eggs. 
Observational skills are very important in this project especially as they will 
observe the weather and record the temperature and look for signs of the wind 
and precipitation. To close this half term, they will focus on observation and 
describing of how the length of a day changes across the year and why. Along 
with carrying out a simple experiment to test their new knowledge. 

At home you can

• Observe and make a daily weather diary. 
• Learn about the different seasons. 
• Observe and tally how many birds you can see if a week outside your window.

Useful websites

        weather diary                        different seasons                         bird tallying

Happy  hardworking  courageous  kind

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/5-day-weather-diary-t-g-1657611583
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zndc96f/articles/zp4sydm
https://www.teachit.co.uk/resources/primary/bird-watching-chart
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In school we will be learning
Bright Lights, Big City

In the Bright Lights, Big City project, your child will learn the story of a local 
landmark. 

They will learn about the countries that make up the United Kingdom, including 
their location, capital cities and some of their physical and human features. 

They will have the opportunity to do map work, using compasses and positional 
and directional language to plan routes around London. 

They will research the cause and impact of the Great Fire of London and look at 
some famous London landmarks. 

They will learn about other capital cities 
around the world, including Kuala Lumpur, 
and compare how they are similar and different 
to London.

At home you can

• Learn about what are landmarks. Think about the landmarks you have seen in 
your local area. Draw and label an example of a memorial, entertainment 
venue, royal building, place of worship, engineering structure and/or a physical 
feature.

• Take a walk around the local area and make a list of physical and human 
features you can find.

• Create a poster to tell tourists all about London, UK. Include pictures and 
information that will inform anyone who wants to visit there. Tell them about 
what they will see and what they can do there.

Useful websites

                       

         Let’s explore the UK           transport, travel and landmarks of London

Happy  hardworking  courageous  kind

physical features
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In school we will be learning

Children will be introduced to early programming 
concepts. They will explore using individual 
commands, both with other learners  and as part of 
a computer program. Children will identify what 
each command for the floor robot does and use that
 knowledge to start predicting the outcome of 
programs. The unit is paced to ensure time is spent
on all aspects of programming and builds knowledge
in a structured manner. Children are also introduced to the early stages of 
program design through the introduction of algorithms.

Example of an algorithm for the girl to get the cake:

At home you can

• Watch videos to see how bee-bots work
• Learn about what algorithms are
• Look through the various programming commands that can be used with Bee-

Bots
• Give each other algorithms to get around the house e.g. forward 4 steps, right 

turn…

Useful websites

programming a Bee-Bot             Bee-Bots in the classroom                algorithm

Happy  hardworking  courageous  kind
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In school we will be learning
In this art and design project, children are introduced to the method of 
collagraphy printmaking. A print is a picture made by transferring an image from 
one surface to another. Collagraphy is a method of printing 
where materials are stuck on to a block to make a collage or 
picture. The collagraph block is coated with a layer of ink or 
paint. Paper is pressed onto the inked surface and then peeled
off to reveal the print. They are introduced to the term ‘motif’
and practise making simple weather motifs using transient 
materials. They learn about the visual elements of line and 
shape and their importance in printmaking. Children use the 
collagraph method to design and make a simple paint block on the theme of 
weather symbols then make single and repeated patterns. A motif is a repeated 
symbol (a sign or an object that is used to represent something).

                                                                               We will be looking at artwork from               
Andy Goldsworthy and Amanda 

Snyder.

At home you can

• Watch the weather forecast and identify the symbols used to show the 
weather.

• Go outside and take stones, sticks etc and make your own weather symbols by 
placing the objects in the shape of a sun, cloud...

• Try printmaking by following Oliver Jeffers’ video on this page.

Useful websites

         weather forecast              transient art examples      printing with Oliver Jeffers

Happy  hardworking  courageous  kind

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b008flb5/weather-for-the-week-ahead
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zjrk7v4/articles/zytwmbk
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In school we will be learning
Ine year 1 this half term, pupils will be singing ‘In The Groove’ by Joanna 
Mangona. It is an easy-to-learn song that demonstrates different styles of music.

Pupils will listen & appraise different types of music.
In The Groove is a song that was specially written for classroom use to teach 
children about different styles of music. The song has been arranged in six 
different styles; Blues, Baroque, Latin, Bhangra, Folk and Funk. 
Pupils will listen and learn a different style of In The Groove.

While listening to the song we will ask pupils to move in different ways to the 
pulse 

Once pupils are aware of the style of the song, year 1 will sing the song: ‘In the 
Groove’.

Pupils will then play the glockenspiels pupils will 
learn to use 1 or 2 notes; C or C & D to play along 
with the song.

Once pupils are familiar with the glockenspiels, we 
will ask them to compose a simple melody using 
simple rhythms choosing from the notes 
C & D or C, D & E. 

At home you can

• There is a link to the BBC website YolanDa's Band Jam - Something 'Bout That 
Noise’ in which a performer discusses different aspects of music and instru – 
see below. 

• Can your child find the pulse of songs that are heard on the radio, TV, adverts? 
Do they like them? Why? When you are listening to songs, talk about 
them after listening? Do you like the songs? What can you hear? What is the 
style of this music?

• Use the link for a range of songs.

Useful websites

Happy  hardworking  courageous  kind

YolanDa's Band 
Jam - Something 
'Bout That Noise

music 
genres

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/bring-the-noise/primary-music-yolanda-brown-something-about-the-noise/z7drscw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/bring-the-noise/primary-music-yolanda-brown-something-about-the-noise/z7drscw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/bring-the-noise/primary-music-yolanda-brown-something-about-the-noise/z7drscw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8cXOax7WyrE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8cXOax7WyrE
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In school we will be learning
This term the children will be looking at the dispositions of 'Being fair and just' 
and 'Being accountable and living with integrity'.

Being fair and just
This unit aims to help the children recognise the importance of fairness, equality 
and honesty. The children will explore the treatment of children around the 
world, looking at refugees and discussing whether they are treated fairly by 
God.  They will also learn about being fair and just through stories like Solomon 
and the two babies and the story of Quaswa, where Prophet Mohammed had to 
decide about his camel.

Being accountable and living with integrity
This unit aims to help the children recognise the impact of cheating and its effect 
on others. The children will explore how to own up to their mistakes and know 
why it is better to tell the truth. They will learn about being accountable and 
living with integrity through the story of Yunus. They will learn that this story is 
important in other religions too and how Yunus realised his mistake and asked 
for forgiven from God.

At home you can

• Discuss with your children what being just, and fair involves and why it is 
important.

• Play board games to emphasise the importance of fairness.
• Read stories about refugee children.
• Discuss what you can do to help children around the world.
• Talk to your child about what living with integrity involves. 

Useful websites

Happy  hardworking  courageous  kind

A test of integrityWhat is fair?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ctCaKH-2Wm8
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In school we will be learning

This half term, we will be learning about what it is to be healthy and what helps 
us stay healthy. We will also learn that things that we put into our bodies can 
affect our health as well as how we feel.

We will expand our knowledge of medicines, what they are and why we 
sometimes need them. It is important to recognise how to take medicines safely 
and who should supervise. 
We will also be looking at household chemicals and cleaning products and 
ensuring that we know what these are, where they are stored and why children 
should avoid them.
We will be looking at the question, "Why is hygiene important" and discussing 
how this and other habits and routines can help us take care of ourselves.

At home you can
• Involve your child in the preparation of food and why the meal is balanced.
• Discuss with them why some food are healthier than others.
• Talk about the importance of washing hands and keeping our bodies clean 

especially as they are getting ready for school, at bed time and before food. 

Useful websites

Happy  hardworking  courageous  kind

Keeping clean (BBC Bitesize) Keeping my body healthy (BBC Teach)



Keywords

PE underarm
throwing
overarm
target
accuracy

distance
speed
actions
expression
story

pathway
travel
copy
theme

In school we will be learning
PE for 1J
This half term they will be focusing on Target Games. These are Target games 
are games where players send an object towards a target. In this unit, pupils 
develop their understanding of the principles of defending and attacking for 
target games. Pupils use both underarm and overarm actions and are given 
opportunities to select and apply the appropriate action for the target 
considering the size and distance of the challenge. They will apply their skills 
individually, in pairs and in small groups and begin to organise and self-manage 
their own activities. They will understand the importance of abiding by rules to 
keep themselves and others safe, learn how to score points and use simple 
tactics. They show respect towards others when playing competitively and 
develop communication skills.

PE for 1T
This half term, they will be completing the second half of their dance module. 
They will learn to use a change of direction and speed to make their dance look 
interesting. They will also use clear actions to help to tell a story. They will learn 
to use counts of 8 to help them stay in time with the music and each other. Also, 
to use expression to help show their character. In partner pairs, they will develop 
actions and learn to use changes of level, direction  and speed.

At home you can

• Play a ball game together as a family.
• Aim objects at a target and if you hit the target three time take a step back to 

make it harder.
• Have fun dancing at home with Dino Dance.

Useful websites

          Dino Dance                                     target game

Happy  hardworking  courageous  kind

https://youtu.be/rBFyDOKDn-g?si=T-lsEVyCDMfusVKW
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